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Message from the Coordinator 
Greetings organic fruit growers and enthusiasts! My name is 
Jenna Pollard and I am the new regional coordinator for OFGA. I 
am thrilled to accept this position and am hoping to contribute to 
the purpose, growth and effectiveness of the organization in the 
upcoming year. I’ve been involved in organic farming since 2010, 
and have just recently begun focusing on organic fruit.  In addition 
to helping out at York Farm in Hutchinson, Minnesota, my partner 
and I have begun planting our small home orchard in Lester 
Prairie, MN.  

Prior to accepting this position, I spent the summer living in Ely, 
MN and working for the Steger Wilderness Center. With a focus  

on sustainability, the Center grows as much of their own food as possible, including apples, currants 
and raspberries. In addition to the fruit cultivated on site, there is an abundance of wild fruit to be 
harvested. Throughout the season I was able to collect juneberries, strawberries, raspberries, black 
berries, dew berries, gooseberries and blueberries, making Ely a fantastic mid-summer destination 
for any fruit lover.  

When not picking and preserving fruit, I might be working on my 
latest construction project, paddling in the BWCA or connecting 
with my roots at my timber frame cabin in central South Dakota. 
I’m looking forward to coordinating future OFGA field days and 
especially to the annual OFGA retreat and MOSES conference. I’ll 
be spending a couple of months this winter in New Zealand, 
where I’ll be picking fruit to pay for my plane ticket home! I will  
be sharing photos and stories from what I’ve learned at the retreat in February. I look forward to your 
comments and suggestions on our newsletter, and welcome your contributions! 
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Japanese Beetle in Apples 
If you’ve had a large population of Japanese Beetle (JB) in your orchard, you might have wondered if 
there are any insects that don’t love apples or apple trees. I wanted to write up my experience 
managing JB organically this year, with the hope it may help other growers.  

The beetle emerges from grassy areas around late June in southern Wisconsin. The beetles mate 
almost immediately after emerging from the soil. In grassy areas, females dig a couple of inches into 
the soil to lay their eggs. The eggs hatch, the grubs eat plant roots, then dig deeper to overwinter. 
While the beetles are adults, they search out a desirable food source, and when they find food, they 
release an aggregation pheromone that tells other beetles, “Good food here!”  It is this aggregation 
pheromone that is used for the commonly available JB traps.  JB traps are used to monitor for the 
arrival of the first beetles. Once the first beetles are caught, the trap is removed to avoid pulling in 
more beetles. Without traps, it is simple enough to just watch the crop for those first beetles.   

My orchard in southern Wisconsin is around three acres of high density apples. We have about 700 
Honeycrisp trees - which are a preferred apple variety for JB. In 2017, I was taken by surprise by a 

large population of JB that 
skeletonized the top 25% of all 
the Honeycrisp trees.  By the 
time I realized JB was going to 
be a problem, there was such a 
large population already in the 
orchard that there was not 
much that could deter them. I 
tried using diatomaceous earth 
spray on the the top of the trees, 
but it had minimal impact on 
the beetles. Finally, midway 
through August, out of 

desperation, I did the 
unthinkable and put up five JB traps along the Honeycrisp rows. The traps filled fast, and it felt good 
to collect five gallon buckets of fermenting JB carcasses, but this was not a sustainable solution to my 
JB problem. The damage had already been done. 

For 2018, I took a number of actions to control JB. I monitored the orchard carefully for the first sign 
of beetle arrival. When I spotted the first beetle on July 3rd, I used an airblast sprayer to build up 
Surround (3#), diatomaceous earth (8-10#) and raw Neem 40oz (in 50 gallons of water per acre) in 
the upper portion of Honeycrisp trees and their neighbors.  After that first combination application, I 
switched to spraying diatomaceous earth alone, reapplying coverage after rain or new leaf growth in 
order to keep coverage throughout the month of July.  Neem was also applied 2 times. The goal was 
to deter JB from establishing themselves happily in my orchard and calling in more beetles. Through 
most of July, the beetle population stayed at low levels, but I began to see more beetles and more 
activity by the end of the month. 

On July 27th, before a warm, dry spell when I thought the beetles would be very active, I used the 
product Beetlegone from Phyllom Bioproducts. This insecticide is a subspecies of Bt that has activity 
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on beetles. A Bt such as Dipel is not effective on beetles. As with any Bt product, it has a limited time 
of activity once applied. I used 5#/acre with most of the spray going into the top two-thirds of the 
tree.  After two days I saw fewer beetles and much less activity. Ten days after the first application, I 
began to see an increase of activity and applied Beetlegone again at 2.5#/acre.  At that point I was 
happy with control.  After this application, beetles could be seen in raspberries on my farm but not in 
the apples.   

Chris McGuire, of Two Onion Farm, grows apples and vegetables about 30 miles west of my farm. He 
has dealt with JB using a slightly different strategy.   He 
considers his JB pressure moderate, but last year had 5-10% 
damage to fruit on early ripening apples. In 2018, Chris saw 
his first beetles on June 23rd, and began to apply Bettlegone 
on July 17th at the 2.5#/acre rate. This year, he did not have 
the damage he had last year on Pristine apples. Hoping that 
this Bt also effects weevils (in the beetle family), Chris 
continued to apply Beetlegone throughout July and August. 
His hope was that it would have some effect on Plum 
Curculio and Apple Curculio survival. 

Beetlegone is expensive - at $23-28/lb, you can do the math. 
However, if JB becomes a perennial problem on your farm, 
it may limit the health of the trees and the quality of fruit.  
By repelling the beetle as long as possible before using this 
Bt product and focusing on those favored varieties, you may 
be able to stretch your dollar. It will take more growers’ 
experiences to fine tune the rate of Bettlegone that is 
effective.  The manufacturer recommended rate is 1-17#/
acre.  They suggested to me that their price should go down 
in the future.  An important cultural control, which costs 

nothing, is to allow grass around your trees to grow longer than three inches to deter the females 
from laying their eggs successfully.    

The population of Japanese Beetle seems to vary quite a bit from year to year, but in the last ten years 
I have always seen some beetles in the orchard. Knowing how large a population will be in your 
orchard may be difficult to predict, but with scouting and a plan in place you can be prepared if the 
population grows.  

About the Author 

Rami Aburomia, of Atoms to Apples in Mount Horeb, WI, has been growing 
apples for 15 years.  At first, managing an IPM pick-your-own operation and for 
the last four years, running his own certified organic farm.  His high density 
orchard of apples, pears and stone fruit is 3.5 acres. Rami’s key goal of running 
an orchard business is growing delicious fruit efficiently.  He has served on the 
board of OFGA for 4 years. He can be contacted with questions and comments 
at: raburomia@yahoo.com.  
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Japanese Beetle on apple. 
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Growing Fruit 
for the Flowers 
Even before I began farming, I 
had an interest in growing fruit 
crops, especially in college 
studying Horticulture. I never 
could pin down the details, and 
my interest came and went. 
When my fiancé, Eric, and I 
began searching for a farm of 
our own and thought about what 
all we could grow there, he was 
especially excited about pears 
and fruit. For me, I was most 
excited about growing cut 
flowers to sell locally. Through my first season both growing cut flowers and on our farm, I became 
more and more excited about the idea of a diversified orchard that could be used both for a cut flower 
crop as well as for the fruit the trees and shrubs produced.  

This plan is not very scientific, and much more intuitive. For me, and for the future of our farm, it 
makes sense to make early investments that we can benefit from in the future. A lot of mentors were 
telling me that the first thing I should do for my cut flower business was to plant perennials, with the 
idea being that in a few seasons I would be kicking myself to not have planted them sooner. With that 
advice, some knowledge on planning an orchard, and the delight I felt as I imagined both the flowers 
and the fruit, I was sold!  

As I did more research on orchard crops that would be suitable for our farm and for our goals, I 
looked at what would grow well on our land, what we would be interested in selling as fruit, and what 
had potential or is currently being sold widely as a cut flower crop. I thought about the ability to sell 
each fruit we considered as a blossoming branch, a fruited branch, and as the fruit itself. There are 
many fruits that are commonly grown for forced blossoming branches, like crabapple, pear, and 
prunus species. Some were clear choices for one crop, like pears, which Eric is very excited about 
selling as fruit but may not be as suitable to be grown for their branches, or seaberry, which I believe 
will make a great cut flower, but may not be something we can market as well as fruit. My hope is that 
the dual purpose potential for each fruit will allow us to be flexible in how we sell each crop. I 
especially believe in this idea when I think of how quickly florists and designer snap up unique 
product that is being grown locally, and I think many fruit crops can be a unique product to offer in 
the future.  

This orchard will also extend my season as a cut flower grower, as I'll have the ability to force 
branches to flower as I prune each Spring. Even taking branches as they begin to blossom in the field 
will extend my season, which is currently quite sparse until June. Selling branches with immature 
fruit is also common, especially crab apples.  
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The idea is supported in part by research and schooling, but 
mostly curiosity. Maybe this sounds familiar to you? I certainly 
don't have all of the details in place and haven't gotten too far into 
planting and maintaining the orchard, but I hope that can fall into 
place over time. While I was in college studying horticulture, I 
took a fruit production and marketing course and got some 
practical knowledge, but have yet to gain much hands on 
experience. My research has been inspired by books like "The 
Flower Farmer" by Lynn Byczynski, and publications from ATTRA 
and Universities, as much as it has by what I see other flower 
growers selling to wholesalers and florists.  

The first step we took last season was to plant our field into clover 
as a ground cover and to build fertility and organic matter. This 
spring we bought rootstock for pears, apples, and prunus species, 
and quite frankly, we did a terrible job of grafting! The scions we 
sought out to use with our rootstock were chosen both for their 
fruit as well as the look of their blossoms. Nevertheless, the 
rootstock are growing and I look forward to getting better at 
grafting over time. We also were given seaberries and clove 
currants, which are two crops I believe will be very suitable 
offerings as cut flowers for their flowers, fragrance, and unique 
fruit. The plans for the orchard will continue to evolve over time, 
but in the future I have plans for flowering almond, elderberry, 
serviceberry, hawthorn, and lots of crabapple.  

It's an amazing opportunity to be able to explore the possibilities 
of using fruits for their flowers and branches along with growing 
their fruit, and it's something I know I'll learn a lot from. I have 
more questions than answers, and can only go by what I've 
learned so far. I welcome any input you may have on varieties to 
trial, or tips and tricks I should know sooner rather than later!  

About the Author  

Rachel Brann grows cut flowers on her 
farm, Pluck Flower Farm, in Foreston, 
MN. She sells her flowers direct to 
consumers through farmers markets and 
weddings, as well as wholesale to 
designers and florists. She believes family 
farms are essential to the health of rural 
communities and the country, and that 

farmers deserve to earn a living. She can be contacted with 
questions  and comments at: pluckflowers@gmail.com 
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Reminder to get 
your rootstock 

orders in!

We’re hoping to have our 
rootstock orders in by 
November 1st this year.  
 
By ordering through OFGA 
you receive the benefit of 
a bulk order discount, and 
delivery of your rootstock 
to our annual MOSES 
retreat! 

Visit Copenhaven  Farms 
for availability and pricing. 
 
*Orders must be for full 
bundles (information on 
bundle size is on the price 
sheet).

https://www.copenhavenfarms.com
https://www.copenhavenfarms.com
https://www.pluckflowerfarm.com
mailto:pluckflowers@gmail.com


SEPTEMBER 2018 ORGANIC FRUIT GROWERS ASSOCIATION

Events 
 
 
 
Thank you to Andy 
and Irene of York 
Farm for hosting 
our summer field 
day!  

Land Stewardship Project  
Fall Harvest Gathering for Women in Sustainable Ag  
*click above link to view flyer 
November 9th (5:00pm) - 11th (9:30am), 2018 
Whalan, MN 
“Some of us farm and some of us are sustainable agriculture 
advocates and friends, but we all enjoy sharing and learning 
from each other at the annual Fall Harvest Gathering for Women 
in Sustainable Agriculture.” 

Wisconsin Apple Growers Association 
Wisconsin Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Conference 
January 27th - 29th, 2019 
Kalahari Resort, Wisconsin Dells 

From the MOSES Community Calendar 
Soil Balancing Call-in Conversation 
October 17th, 2018, 12:30pm - 2:00pm 
The Ohio State Soil Balancing team will host a public 
conversation about current beliefs, practices, and research 
efforts related to soil balancing. This is the first of three 
Conference Call-in events. Each call-in will bring together a 
panel of growers, advisers, and researchers to share a variety of 
perspectives and experiences. Listeners are welcome to submit 
questions or comments before, during, or after the event. 

Have an event you’d like to share? Let us know!
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NOTICE  
Listserv to change 

platforms from 
Yahoo! to Google

After many years hosting 
our OFGA listserv on 

Yahoo! groups we are now 
transitioning to a platform 

which we believe will 
enhance the experience of 
members through greater 
functionality and ease of 

use. Members, 
orchardists, hobbyists, and 

those just beginning to 
explore organic fruit 

production can use the 
listserv to discuss topics 

related to production, 
marketing and policy.  

To join, just send an email 
to our coordinator,  
Jenna Pollard, at: 

jennampollard@gmail.com 
 

https://landstewardshipproject.org/repository/1/2692/wisa_fall_gathering_2018.pdf
https://offer.osu.edu/SB-call-in
mailto:jennampollard@gmail.com
mailto:jennampollard@gmail.com
mailto:jennampollard@gmail.com

